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So, what's the problem anyway? 
Well, in the 60's and 70’s, computer 
technicians, to save money, made a 
fateful decision to shorten the date in the 
computers by discarding the ‘19’ in the 
year. These two digits, had they been 
used at that time, would have cost com- 
panies thousands of dollars to boost their 
computer memory. Thirty years ago, 
memory cost approximately 10,000 
times that of today —too much to store a 
redundant ‘19’ many times in the com- 
puter. So instead of storing a ‘19’ every 
time the computer uses your date of 
birth, VISA expiration dates, and a whole 
lot of other things, the computer just 
slaps on a ‘19’ in front of the two digit 
year automatically. The programmers at 
that time had no idea people would still 
be using their code in 1998. Here is the 
problem facing this world in less than 
12 months: As the calendar rolls over to 
the year 2000, many computers will take 
the ‘00’ and add a ‘19’, thus thinking it is 
1900. This will cause many miscalcula- 
tions, many insignificant problems, but 
some major ones . 

At this exact moment, at the stroke 
of midnight, December 31, this year, 
electrical power will go out and the world 
will be in darkness for months, Soon af- 
ter, the world as we know it will be radi- 
cally different. People will freeze to death 


The Christian’s 
Response 


by pete hoogendam 


1am skeptical about the Y2K di- 
saster claims. | can understand how 
some institutions would need to do 
some software modifications, but what 
really bugs me (no pun intended) is 
when we hear about how all the finan- 
cial institutions will be shut down on 
January 1, 2000. Financial institutions 
have been dealing with year 2000+ 
dates for who knows how long! When 
you take out a loan, they amortize your 
loan payments for three, five, twenty, 
or even thirty years in advance. Now, 
if the year 2000 presented such a big 
problem for computers, wouldn't we 
already be experiencing these prob- 
lems when calculating loan payments, 
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No one seems to be able to remember 
a time when Ralph wasn’t at Redeemer 
College. He seemed to be as permanent 
and visible as the organ in the auditorium. 
|He was as solid as a rock, unchanging but 
for the recent follicular rennovation. But 
{Ralph has decided that his time at Re- 
|deemer is over, and we will all sorely miss 
}him. If you have any personal or interest- 
ing stories concerning Ralph, contact Brent 


crown@redeemer.on.ca 


in the chilling winter without any heat. 
Mad cows will wander in your back yard. 
Banks will not be able to operate — all 
our accounts will be lost. Rioting and 
looting will ravage the cities. Elevators 
will drop without warning. Air defense 
missiles will launch at random. Airplanes 
will drop out of the sky and land on you 
when you least expect it. All the govern- 
ments of the world will crumbie and we 
will have a New World Order! Beware! 
Okay, | don't really think it will be 
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WHAT IS “Y2K?” 


the year digits while programming microchip language, eliminating ~ 
is done to save memory, wh 
nee (078) became Ee ‘78. ie 
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Facing Up to 2000 


that bad. There is a chance that our 
lives will not be disrupted at all. We 
can enjoy our new year's eve parties 
and go on with our daily lives. Minor 
computer problems will be solved 
within a few days of the new year. 
But what if something does hap- 
pen? Think about it. We buy car in- 
surance and home insurance, just in 
case. We take these measures to pre- 
pare for a Situation that we think won't 


...continued on p. 3 


programmers abbreviated 


which was very VOPeneNe: 


se 


900 and not being able to register 


~ 


--a breakdown in the social 


CENTRESPREAD 
Athletic Highlights 


a 


eee Si ee 7 ae 


monday, january 18, 1999 


Mark VanDooren - editor 


Recycled. Resolutions 


Hello, and welcome to 1999! 

It's starting out to be a wonderful 
year. The landscape is a simple and 
spectacular white, marred only by a few 
sets of footprints and the trail from my 
cross-country skis. A new semester of 
fresh, stimulating courses has been 
given to us, and we are all eager to con- 
tinue our education. Change is a com- 
mon cause in January. After finishing 
the last of the turkey leftovers and New 
Year's cheap sparkling wine, we sit back 
and muse about the past year. Janus 
smiles as we look back on the last twelve 
months and wonder what we should do 
differently. And he laughs when we set 
our features and create our latest men- 
tal list known simply as “Resolutions”. 
But this year, I'm keeping them! 

That's right. It's the month of diets, 
polite conversation, volunteering, and 
personal betterment. Here, help me 
carry these clothes I'm bringing to Am- 
ity... oh sorry, you're busy reading 
ahead. In December, the 12 days of 
Christmas, etc. everyone is a little bit 
nicer to others. In the month of resolu- 
tion, everyone is a little bit nicer to them- 
selves. 

Statistics and conventional humour 
dictate that new year's resolutions are 
broken within days, weeks if you are 
made from stemer stuff. But still we form 
them; the first resolution is always a 
promise to keep them all this year. Ev- 
erything will be different this time, we 


Oops... 
Joe Haveman's article in the last 
crown, “Are You an Anarchist?” ap- 
peared by mistake. We printed the 
document from a disk thinking ft was 
Joe's next contribution, when it was 
actually a work-in-progress. We 
thank you, readers, for your numer- 
ous Spirited responses te the article. 
| Sorry, Joe! - Eds 


repeat convincingly to ourselves. Fora 
good piece of the population, this men- 
tal conversation happens every January. 

Don't think that I'm against growth-- 
| merely grin wnen people need a com- 
munal date to begin something new. Is 
it the belief that if enough people make 
promises to themselves in the same 
month, then collectively more of them, 
will succeed? Wouldn't that be a fan- 
tastic quirk of the universe! Of course, 
we don't make such an assumption, 
even though we wish wish wish it was 
true. 

If you want to change something, do 
it now! Whether it is you or your envi- 
ronment that could use some work, rest 
assured that there is no specific month 
that helps the cause. If anything, listing 
a simple decision with a gaggle of im- 
possible wishes will make it that much 


more difficult to 
accomplish. If 
you think you could do with a better mus- 
culature, hit the gym. If you want to help 
those less fortunate, volunteer at a shel- 
ter. If you want to be more personable, 
ask people how they are and be ready 
for them to answer. Simple tasks alone, 
but easily lost in the piles of craze diets 
and futon shopping. 

| was born on New Year's Day, so 
the societal-driven need for newness 
goes double for me each year. | just 
hope and pray that | have the sense to 
change when change is needed, not af- 
ter | congratulate my fellow party-goers 
on another year well done. | hope ev- 
eryone had a fantastic holiday, and 
here's hoping we are all the best per- 
sons we can possibly be. 
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MORE CHANGE!? 


Guess what? Student Senate is thinking about 


changing its name. Stop by the Senate office 
and see what the new name might be...or give 
us some suggestions. 


Letter to the editors © 
Dear Editors, 


make other giving choices. 
Mark Van Beveren 


Brent van Staalduinen - editor 


My initials and angels in the snow 


| love the silence of freshly fallen 
snow. 

Try this: bundle up nice and tight, 
go outside and find the deepest snow- 
drift you can away from the bustle of 
other people. Make sure your shirt is 
tucked into your snow pants (to prevent 
snow from freezing in your crevices), 
and stand with your back to the drift. 
Inhale and fill your lungs as if every nook 
needs icy-cold air, and look at the sky. 
Make yourself rigid and taut, as if you 
were a telephone pole, lean back, way 
back, and let yourself fall. All the way. 
Let the snowdrift suck you in, as if you 
just fell into a pile of goose feathers. 

Relax. Listen. 

What do you hear? If you've 
claimed a remote enough snowadrift, you 
should hear silence. Blissful silence. 

A month ago, we wondered if we 
were to have snow for Christmas. Now, 
as January rolls on, we find ourselves 
with a plethora of the stuff, slogging 
knee-deep and digging ourselves out of 
our dwellings. So what does a student 
body do when all classes are canceled 
and Ancaster shuts down due to snow? 


We play cards. We watch videos. 
We shovel snow in front of other folks’ 
doors. We play Boggle. We work out. 
We build snow-forts. We dress up in 
our goofiest snow-garb and waddle 
around as if we were kids. We play in- 
door soccer. We think about shoveling 
our snow-bound cars from their pristine 
white tombs. We frolic and romp. We 
avoid schoolwork as if it were plagued 
until later in the weekend, and by exten- 
sion, shrug stress away for an extra five 
days. We have been forced by nature 
to relax. 

| have a unique vantage point at 
Redeemer College. My job as editor of 
crown is to monitor the goings-on 
around here and translate those onto the 
pages of our student paper. And what! 
see today is very promising—| see stu- 
dents walking around with rosy, wind- 
burned cheeks and runny noses. | see 
students stomping volumes of snow 
from their boots and beating out ice-en- 
crusted cuffs. As people find things to 
do to ward off stir-craziness, | see all 
the signs that something amazing has 
happened. But more importantly, | see 
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and the lack of employee pk alban For my own family, we're participating 
through school and church--in “Kits 4 Kids”, Christmas parcels for seafarers, 

and relief money for schools in Central America damaged by Hurricane Mitch. 
As much as we appreciate the invitation to join in Operation CC, we feel that we 
are faithful in our present giving, and aren't in a position to give to this kind of 
project. I'm aware of other employees in the same position. So, thanks for the 
invitation to participate, Dorm 33, but please don't judge us too harshly if we 


“One of the regular paycheque-receiving crowd” 
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‘Operation : pistes Child 


a whole slew of silly 

grins and broad 

smiles, something 

very unique in the first month of a new 
semester. | had gotten used to seeing 
the first signs of stress as Redeemer 
settied in to the routine of assignments, 
tests, and essays. | dare say we've al- 
most been given the chance to start 
again, batteries recharged and eyes 
clear. 

It's a remarkable thing, relaxation, 
and not easily found on campus. A 
heavy snowfall seems to be one of the 
few ways in which Redeemer really qui- 
ets down. The rest of our university ex- 
istence is spent hurrying around, stress- 
ing out, trying to see who can talk the 
loudest, and generally creating a frantic 
cacophony of noise and activity in the 
pursuit of our education. It's enough to 
make one go alittle “wiggly,” or curl into 
tight little balls and fervently hope those 
assignments go away on their own. 

Or, we could go and find a nice 
snowdrift somewhere, and discover 
what “keeping it all in perspective” re- 
ally means. @ 
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“Facing...” 


even happen. The odds of an av- 
erage house in a subdivision hav- 
ing fire damage is quite low, so do 
people ‘waste’ their time and money 
on the chance that this will happen to 
them? Why is it then, that the same 
people who prepare for these contin- 
gencies will not take action to prepare 
for the potential Y2K crisis — a crisis 
that has a far greater probability of 
happening? Some say that there is a 
5 to 10% chance of a crisis happen- 
ing — 5 to 10% chance of this ‘media 
hype’ being true. That's a lot more 
chance than a common house fire. 
Why is Y2K such a wide spread 
problem, and how can it affect you? 
The largest Y2K problem lies in the 
embedded microchip. It is estimated 
that over 25 billion microchips exist in 
the world today. Many of the chips 
have multiple purposes in order for 
them to be mass-produced. One of 
these purposes is a clock, often with 
the standard two digits for the year. 
Some of these chips now in use may 
miscalculate the year 2000. Even if 
the chip is not involved in any date 
calculations, it could still fail. If only 
1% of all microchips fail, that would 
be 250 million too many. | think that’s 
enough to warrant some prepared- 
ness considering that, among others, 
the power industry is not ready forthe 
year 2000. The production of electric- 
ity involves equipment that relies on 
many of these microchips. Those that 
fail may stop our sources of electric- 
ity. (See the following article for more 
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corporate budget forecasts, etc.? 
Anyone who deals with numbers a 
couple of years in advance has al- 
ready jumped into the year 2000. 

Let's deal with this carefully and 
thoughtfully. It's true that the prob- 
lem is still a matter of possibility when 
it comes to major disruption of basic 
necessities. Yet, from my reading, | 
believe the possibility is very high. It 
is in the banking industry's best inter- 
est to promote confidence. Yet none 
of them have even suggested that the 
year 2000 does not present time with 
a major problem, because they have 
been dealing with dates past that for 
years. What they are telling their cus- 
tomers is that they have a plan and 
they are on schedule to fix their sys- 
tems. That's it. If they could prove it 
was no problem they would, right now. 
It's the same with the power industry, 
telecommunications, etc. 

We all agree that the church's first 
task remains the same, to preach the 
Gospel. But, is it true that we have 
no responsibility in the year 2000 
matter before the problems might 
Start? In our explanation of the 
deacon's work, we speak of the “pre- 
vention of poverty”. Do we have no 
responsibility to look ahead at the 
mounting evidence and see if we can 
make a few plans so that we are pre- 
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details on the power problem: http:// 
www.zdnet.com/pcmag/special/y2k/ 
features/worry/index.html) 

So how can we be prepared in our 
homes? Do we buy insurance from our 
local Y2K insurance company? No. 
What we can do is stock up on non- 
perishable foods. We can make sure 
that we will have heat in our homes in 
case the power goes out. Storing drink- 
ing water is a good idea. One of the 
valuable items in the ice storms in east- 
ern Canada was candles. My advice 
is to buy candles now while prices are 
low. And so on. 

What should Redeemer do to be 
prepared? Chris Knowles has taken 
care of the computer situation and | 
have confidence that the school’s com- 
puters and network will be just fine. We 
need not worry that the wired campus 
will be rendered useless in one year 
and the large investment seen as a 
mistake. The Y2K bug has no more 
affect on fiber optics than it does on 
trees or rocks. 

The school should still consider the 
possibility of unfavorable events occur- 
ring. How will Redeemer continue op- 
erations if the power is out for a long 
period of time? What if we do have 
power but there is no heat? What will 
happen to the plumbing if it gets too 
cold? | suggest we bleed all the water 
pipes on campus before everyone goes 
home for Christmas next year. These 
are questions that | believe should be 


raised ‘just in case’ these things do hap- 


pen. 
To sum up: pray for the best, pre- 
pare for the worst. 


pared if things go badly? My best esti- 
mate of this point is that there will be at 
least a major recession, simply due to 
the amount of money being spent to 
remediate the problem, and that will 
mean people out of work for atime. It 
also means that there will be power dis- 
ruptions, and the like. Could we not 
make at least a few quiet preparations, 
so that we are prepared to help others 
in the name of the Lord if the need 
arises? | am thinking about alternative 
short term heat sources, food supplies, 
water access or supply, and being pre- 
pared to take people in. | know it 
sounds alarmist, but here in Canada 
we just found out this past winter how 
fast people need help when the power 
goes out for a few days. If it cannot be 
done as a church because some do 
not want to hear about it, why no do it 
quietly with a few people who are in 
agreement that problems are very 
likely? The plans | am personally in- 
volved in are not terribly expensive and 
no one will even hear about them if 
things go well. If they don't, on the other 
hand... 

If! am missing something in all this, 
please instruct me further. We need 
to respond in a Christian way, and | am 
still trying to come to grips with what 
that might entail. How do we best turn 
these concerns to the service of the 
Gospel? Does faithful stewardship also 
call for at least a small measure of fore- 
sight? 
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compiled by david numan 


Grant Jeffrey, The Millennium Meltdown. 
(Dave Numan has this book and is willing to lend it out) 


websites related to Y2K: 
http://www.zdy2k.com resou rc c 
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letter to the editors 


Gentlemen, 

First, let me commend the editors and staff of crown for their work towards a well 
written and thought provoking paper/magazine so far this year. | have a few comments 
about a couple of the articles in the last paper, volume 16, issue 5 

| applaud your efforts to discuss the growing issue of safety on Redeemer's campus 
and to find some solutions. However, you have reported some information without first 
checking out important facts. In his editorial/article entitled Preventative Measures, Mark 
VanDooren states, “With the recent internet hookups made available around campus, 
phone and electricity lines are all used up”. This is simply not true. Redeemer's phone 
system is old and is currently being used to its capacity. This is why there are no avail- 
able phone lines for additional security phones on campus. The newly expanded net- 
work connections to the dorms use an entirely self-contained wiring system that is in no 
way a part of, or even connected to, the phone system. As for the electrical system, the 
new hardware for the network requires one additional circuit per parking lot. This is 
hardly enough to affect the campus’ electrical system. The hardware in each parking lot 
draws less power than a hair dryer or a TV 

While there are many reasons why adding additional lighting and phones on cam- 
pus will not be easy, the expansion ot the college's data network is not one of them 

Onto a different aspect of campus life, referring to the hockey violence referred to in 
Brent van Staalduinen’s article ls This What We're About? | couldn't agree more with 
99% of what Brent said in his article. Fighting and dirty play in “Church League Hockey 
have been discusses at length both here at Redeemer and elsewhere. It is an issue that 
calls us all, players and fans, to examine what it means to be Christians at the hockey 
arena. My only concern with the article is a small one 

When discussing the violence and “mayhem:, Brent compares “bone-crunching body 
checks’ with sucker punches, broken bones, and blood. This comparison, | believe, is 
unfair as is evidenced by the fact that while blood results in automatic major penalties, 
sucker punches result in four-game suspensions (unless you're Tie Domi), and broken 
bones may result in equal time suspensions, yet body checks are not penalized--they 
are part of the game. | acknowledge that you were likely referring to dirty checks or 
checks from, behind, butthat should have been stated more clearly. Body checks are a 
part of the game of hockey, and in most cases they are not as severe as they look, and 
should therefore not be compared to the other dirty play you described 

Thanks for listening, 

Jim Krale 


~ Staalduinen Floral is» 
constantly changing | 
to meet the needs of 
the Floral Industry. 
Forthis we need a 
quality, skilled sales 
and managerial staff. 


na 


If you are energetic, 


dynamic and willing 
to succeed, there 
may be a place for 
you at Staalduinen. 


Staalduinen Floral Limited 
A Cut Above... 


600 Arvin Avenue, Stoney Creek, Ontario L8E 5P1 
Telephone: (905) 643-2002 Fax: (905) 643-2377 
Cut Flowers, Tropical Plants, Floral Supplies 
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by joe haveman and 
angela reitsma 


Wary survivors are stocking up 
on blankets, dried food and candles. 
The business world is doubling and 

tripling staff in computer-related areas to 

try and fix the problem, but eleven 
months isn’t long enough and they're 
quietly freaking out. The government is 
almost ready to forget about covering up 
alien sightings, meddling with problems 
in the Middle East and talking about 

Clinton and start dealing with the year 

2000 computer bug. 

When we look back to the long his- 
tory of man’s creations we can see the 
trend of failure. It is easier to destroy 
than it is to create, and it's even easier 
to create that which can destroy man- 
kind. The Industrial Revolution has 
brought much unhappiness; pollution, ur- 
ban decay, weapons (with newer and bet- 
ter ways to destroy human life), new 
chaos threats, and our good old friend 
the television. 

Now add the computer to this equa- 
tion. Yet another invention doomed to 
fail. With forty years of our growing de- 
pendence on it chalked up on our cell's 
wall; it’s failure will only bring about the 
complete and utter fall of our post mod- 
ern society. 

God's creation, however, was per- 
fect; unfailing, existing in harmony. There 
were no failure mechanisms with one ex- 
ception: “mankind.” 

However, the year two thousand bug 
might create a level playing field. The 
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assets of the so very few rich will be lost, 
our OSAP debts forgotten, the records 
on each individual cleansed. All technol- 
ogy that is destroying our planet and pre- 
venting it from functioning properly could 
break down, and thereby equilibrium 
would ensue. 

That wonderful gap between the rich 
and the poor might just slowly disappear 
after the millennium. The economic im- 
plications are greater for the Third World, 
for the World Bank and International 
Monetary Fund's rates would become 
disordered. The Third World could keep 
the billions of dollars it pays the West off 
with and invest that into education, health 
care, and creating more social opportu- 
nities. 

It's not impossible that all things with 
a computer chip in them will malfunction. 
Each chip has a date built into it, mean- 
ing failure of your digital watch, your car, 
your clock and many of the things upon 
which we depend. 

The complete meltdown of modern 
society and all it's horror will come to an 
end. The struggle we face at this new 
age’s dawn will be tough, but could ben- 
efit humanity so much in the long run. 
Nothing will ever change without drastic 
measures that we might not necessarily 
enjoy. It's time to start fresh. If it hap- 
pens, it’s God’s plan. We will have to 
persevere and work to make the next 
generation God’s generation. Without 
dependency on computers, technology, 
man’s genius, and entertainment, hu- 
manity will have more space to focus on 
God. 
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Twentieth Century technology is not 
the natural habitat for humanity. Simple 
clues highlight how dehumanizing soci- 
ety has become. Clues like road rage, 
rising suicide rates, anger, depression, 
no sense of direction in people's lives, 
and an utter emptiness that churns in so 
many guts, Humanity was not designed 
to work nine to five, cramped in an of- 
fice, enslaved to growing interest rates 
on everything they mortgaged. 

Yes, it could just be the celebrated 
end of post modernity for the very few 
who really despise modern society. It 
was bound to happen. The nuclear 
weapons stockpiled throughout the world 
are scary, but even more horrifying is 
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let us love our hockey team 


+ 

There has been quite the response to the fight that happened at a Re. | 
deemer Royal's hockey game. An article that appeared in CROWN stirr 
hornet’s net. It brought up questions about Christian's in sports, and further, ( Chris- 
tians and violence. On the same page was an opinion article articulating a sup- 
posed “individualism” which has been holding back the Royals performance on | 
the ice. A lot of negativity for our hockey team to digest all at once. 
tions crossed this writer's mind as a result of these articles. Should a C 
ever, ever retaliate with aggression? Should we be feeding our team so 
negativity? Is there any use for aggression in sports at all? 
Here's the situation; A fellow player on the ice. Being cross-checket 
back of the neck by his opponent. If anyone knows anything about ti 
the body one immediately thinks of possible paralysis. What do ’ 

say you had better do something. Someone might say, “Turn th 
However, we must put that into context. Such Bisbee ae y 


teammate for his religious beliefs, iinfevististens he p 
_Is hockey a worth bane cause to stand by silently 


what a power plant meltdown could 
to a nice community like Darli ngton o 
Pickering. , 


coe eeatainea sale aay 
ceries as if Y2K was a hurricane enclos- — 


ing on their community. They'll be mov- | 
Twentieth 


ing into crash positions as the 
century collides with the 
They'll be taking their gun racks from their 


trucks and into their living rooms, Or — 


buying handguns from any downtown 
Toronto store, They'll be looking to see 
if their old fireplace still works. But |...1 

will simply buy a big box of Cubans; when 
the clock strikes two thousand, my feet 
will be up as | smoke my cigar in a peace- 
ful celebration. (@ 


lp a 


Twenty first. 


letter to the editors 


Staalduinen on behalf of himself and Mark VanDooren. “Our mission ‘for this year's 
crown continues to be a publication that not only looks good, but one that raises 
awareness and has some measure of depth” (Nov 23). | applaud your intentions. You 
spoke of apathy and those who did not want to rock the boat, and | agreed with you, 
based on my experiences at Redeemer. 

Then | read your article entitled “Band Aid” Solutions? and was disappointed, 
frustrated, and angered. As the former head of security for two years, my mission was 
to improve security's image among faculty, staff, and students. In my first year, | 
called Calvin College and spoke to their head of security about their security proce- 
dures and training. | brought in a police officer to give a brief talk and to field ques- 
tions from the guards. | brought in a representative from Student Life to discuss their 
role with students and also to field some concerns from the guards. Throughout the 
year | developed a Security Handbook, which was issued to the guards for the 1997- 
98 academic year, detailing their responsibilities. 

Which brings me to your “source”. If he is a three year veteran, it means that | 
hired him. Everything | talked about earlier, he went through. if this source “has no 
idea if he has the authority to restrain or the power to arrest,” then he hasn't taken the 
time to read his handbook. Section XIV, entitle Arrest Procedure, clearly spells out 
the guard’s rights and limitations. The Trespass to Property Act, appended to this 
handbook, clearly defines trespassing and the rights of the guards. If this “source” of 
yours can't take the time to read the material given to him, maybe he should be re- 
lieved of his job and the job given to someone who will take it seriously. 

This article was poorly researched. it was very one-sided, using a source you 
can't even name. The slightest research undertaken would have revealed that it is 
against the law for the guards to carry weapons. Don't rock the boat for the sake of 
rocking the boat. You fell short of your mission statement on this one. 

Alan Zuidema 

Redeemer Alumnus, Class of 1998 


Dear Al: 

Your response to my article was appreciated--thank you for being so can- 
did. Actually, your comments allow me to comment on an issue that Mark and 
| wrestle with as we put together each issue of crown. What criteria do we use to 
determine whether something we encounter--like a security issue--is legitimate 
or merely “rocking the boat?” It is a very fine line we tread daily, and not quite 
as easily categorized as some people make it out to be. 

As for the subject matter in my article, it is our responsibilty as editors 
to report what people are talking about. Security is one of those things, and 
currently a hot topic. | do not doubt the contribution your leadership has made 
to Redeemer security, and applaud your initiatives. Unfortunately, at the time of 
the last issue’s layout, it seemed there were more questions than answers being 
raised about security, especially in light of Redeemer’s predicted growth and 
increasingly public status. Some (not all) of these things have been addressed 
since, partly because of what appeared in crown. This has indeed “raised aware- 
ness,” and therefore fulfilled our mission. - bys 
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ine... Under the. best of phic ia we 
‘yidlatice, anfortunately tH | best of circumstance are noi 

It is at a time like this where people start arguing that the ? 
to provoke this. First off, the previous article written wasnt a ae era and 
grinding that occurs in a hockey game it was about a partic lar situation, bier alg 
So, | reply only to the fight. Although grinding is a necessary part of the game a 
some physical contact must be used. This is the same as in basketbe 
and many other sports. Furthermore though, and more to the point; why 
always putting our team in the worst light possible? | here allude to 
written in the last CROWN and comments | have received from others, 
anyone even know what the team has been trying to do? What goes on 
the scenes? The way the players struggle to remain passive, what goes 
practices and in the dressing room? | have seen players obviously strugg ; 
season to stay out of the penalty box, to build a team, to build one another 
people think that at the team’s devotions before each game they discu: ss 
scripture condones violence? Why do we cover a page with accusations é 
unresearched opinion rather than building up the areas where our team has 
struggled to improve in? iact 

! would say that the Royals found themselves in a situation that resjbied a 
response. The response may not have been perfect, but better than doing noth- 
ing. One would think that possible paralysation is enough to demand action. 
Outside a situation it is easy to say what is blatantly wrong. /t seems as well. that 
it is that the seemingly negative is what people jump to write about, it's easier. 
The Royals work to find a sense of team, to find what being a Christian in hockey — 
means. When they seem to stumble should we jump down their throats and push — 
them down or realize their growth, lend them a hand and help them to their feet? © 

ing, we are praising. We are giving glory to the Father, Son and Holy S; - 
for there goodness, it is the least they deserve from us puny creatures. it the 
Spirit chooses to touch our lives it is to teach, to humble and as a sign of pure 
grace. We do not deserve this gift of God no matter how profound the words we 
speak or if we have the right focus. 

Also, let me touch on the use of Hebrews 10:25. This says nothing about 

“church” in terms of an institution. It speaks of encouraging one another, meeting 
together. | would say that this includes the Spiritual events which happen at 
Redeemer. We must embrace the true mandate of this verse which states, “Let 
us not give up meeting together as some are in the habit of doing, but let us” 
encourage one another - and all the more as you see the day approaching.” Ao: 
cording to this verse | would say we should meet together more often. 

Even praise and worship has been tainted, therefore there are dangers to be 
aware of. Self-satisfaction, spiritual addictions, complacency in other areas of our 
Spiritual walk. These dangers are present whether we are at Church in the Box, 
at our own church, or singing favourite hymns with a couple of fellow believers. 
Let's realize what praise and worship is. Let's give it all to God, even if simple. He 
will plant seeds, but only by grace. He is worthy of praise. He is worth getting 
excited for. We are unworthy of even proclaiming His name, but by grace. Let's 
thank Him for that, however you will, with no goal except that His name be glon- 
fied. 


kenneth dryfhout 
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by jerome vos 


Early on Friday afternoon | chat- 
ted with Brad MacLeod and he told 
me that he had to get back into the 
groove, out of his slump. Later that 
evening we played Sault Ste Marie 
and won 83-79. This game was 
tight, tighter than it should have been. 
The Coach wanted a win, but that’s all 
he got. The team we played should have 
been crushed. We were happy with the 
win but we wanted more. After coming 
of a close loss to Mohawk we didn't want 
to lose anymore. The team was in need 
of aBIG win. The next moring we played 


showtime 1998 


This blurb was slated to run in 
crown before the “showtime” 
match. The paper didn’t make it 
out in time for the match, but look- 
ing at the club advertisement for 
the game really makes things 
amusing in retrospect! Have a 
look: 


The Challenge: 

As the great Dick Vitale likes 
to say, “It's Showtime Babyllif’ 
Everything that has happened. 
in the history of Redeemer bas- 

, “Ketbal, both ara ty and club, 


“ang Sea 


any Meterdl then o 
would get more recog 


In case you haven't neard, the 
club team was soundly defeated 
80-39. The message from the var- 
sity squad (provided by Jerome 
Vos): “The results are in and var- 
sity anxiously awaits to hear the 
mellodious sounds of the club 
team resounding in the gym as they 
sing a little tune (in their tightie- 
whities).” @” will be there (with 


a camera). 


Crown 


Men’s Basketball 


the Sault again. This was big. 111-69. 
The whole team was in their own 
grooves, with Brad leading us with 42 
points, which include ten threes. Brad 
tied the OCAA record and helped our 
team to tie the record for most threes by 
a team in a game. Paul and Jeremy 
helped distribute the ball to all the play- 
ers, and the team made a combined ef- 
fort to win. Each player contributed in 
their own way and everyone received 
time on the court for their hard work in 
practice. The team is now tied for first 
in the OCAA, and for Brad's contribu- 
tion on Saturday he’s OCAA athlete of 
the week. | guess you're back in the 
groove! Keep up the good work team 
and let's continue to be first in the new 


year! 


Women’s 
Varsity 
Volleyball 


Our women's varsity volleyball team 
played two games in two days against the 
Sault Ste. Marie Greyhounds, on Novem- 
ber 27" and 28". 

Coming off a big 3-0 win the week 
before, the Royals had to learn the hard 
way that not every team was going to be 
as easy. The Sault took three games in a 
row, Winning 15-10, 15-12, and 15-8. Of- 
fense was the name as the game as the 
Sault totaled 44 in offense, and Redeemer 
totaled 39. The Sault had just one stuffed 
block in this game compared to 
Redeemer's nine, but they made up for it 
with their fourteen aces. 

The following morning the Royals had 
their chance to even things up, but de- 
spite a solid effort by our girls, they came 
up short in five games. Despite our very 
strong defense, the Greyhounds managed 
to overpower us 76 - 59 with their offense. 

The girls had a quick wake up call, 
losing the first game 15-5, but they re- 
bounded strongly, winning the next two 
15-12 and 15-13. That proved to be the 
best they could do, as they lost the last 
two 15-11 and 15-10. 

Special mention goes to Michelle 
VanBerkel for her seventeen kills, four 
stuffed blocks, and two aces. Special 
mention also goes to Leanne Yzerman for 
a very solid game as setter, and also two 
aces, The next game is December 4" at 
Lambton College. 


Fan of the month 


In obvious need of a mental break, 
Klaas Hoekstra enjoys a pre-exam 
Royals experience. 


The 
grappling 
club is 
one of the 
many ex- 
tracurricu- 
lar physi- 
cal activi- 
ties at Re- 
deemer 
College. It 
teaches 
Gracie Ju 
Jitsu, a 
relatively 
new mar- 
tial art de- 
veloped 
by the Gracie family in Brazil. It is a form 
that has proved effective in full-contact 
tournaments such as the Ultimate Fight- 
ing Championships. But it is an art of 
control, not of force. People of all 


Activity HiLight 


Mark VanDooren attempts to throw off 
Kai Groen as Dan Dopko looks on, making 
sure that no one’s ear tips are turning white 


monday, january 18 , 1999 


strengths and 
sizes can com- 
pete with each 
other, since 
skill is the de- 
ciding factor. 
The basics in- 
clude ground 
escapes, 
chokes, and 
arm locks 
New members 
are always wel- 
come, and 
need not think 
that they are a 
burden to those 
people who 
have been a part of the club longer; in 
fact, new people always add to the com- 
plexity and fun of the sport. If you want 
to join, talk to Kai Groen. 


Athlete of the Month 


Athlete of the month is an 
award which is a great bonus for 
Redeemer Athletics. It goes be- 
yond the skill of the players and into 
the heart of the team and the good 
sportsmanship demonstrated by 
our athletes 

Year: IV 

Major : Youth Ministry 

Hometown : Kanata, Ont. 

Birthdate : October 17 1975 

Sports : Indoor/outdoor soc- 

cer, basketball, club volleyball 


Men's Varsity volleyball . 
Jan 20 - vs, Georgian Cn home. 
9 De, attire 
erie w: ee re 
Feb 3- vs. 


a 
My 


Here’s your answers: 


Q: How many players are allowed on the ice per team? A: 6 
Q: Name the original six teams? A: Chicago, Toronto, Boston, Montreal, 


Detroit, New York Rangers. 


Q: When was the highest scoring Leafs game ever? March 15, 1957, 


against the Rangers 14-1 


Finally, lots of interest in the gym being open on Sunday is evident so 
maybe in the new school year they'll open it again. 


tal in reterteraton iit early Fata. 
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Devon is pictured here, engaged in 
one of his other “sports.” 


Devon Paul is very dedicated to his sport teams. His leadership is evident 
both on and off the playing: field: Above and beyond his work ethic, is his 
talent, which sets him apart as a premier athlete. 


He won. 


mi Ravan basketball. 

Hot iat a - at Humber 
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by brenda heyink 
After hearing much talk about 
lack of communication, | realized that 
Student Senate had been doing a little 
lack of communication of its own. Stu- 
dent Senate tends to know a lot about 
different things in the school. Between 
all of Student Senate, we have a repre- 
sentative on the college budget commit- 
tee, discipline committees, alumni com- 
mittees, publication committees, steer- 
ing committees, and more. We also 
make quite a few decisions that directly 
affect you as students that | am not so 
sure that all of you realize 
Let me just ask you a question. At 
the beginning of the year, you paid three 
hundred and sixty-three dollars for stu- 
dent fees. Do you have any idea where 
that money goes? Before this year, | 
had a vague concept of where all that 
money | paid went to, but considering | 
had no choice but to pay it, | just paid it 
without question. A little under half of 
that fee pays for things such as 
Intramurals, Athletics, your T-shirt, Ori- 
entation, the lovely little day book that 
you have, plus your Mac Library Card 
and internet access. Ninety dollars of 
the fee goes toward the Student Senate 
budget. Fortunately, Student Senate 
does not spend all that money on our- 
selves (although we do. get 
honorariums), but we use most of it to 
fund things like crown, yearbook, dif- 
ferent clubs on campus, plus a few of 
the other events that Student Senate 
puts on. Finally, one hundred dollars of 
your Student Fees goes toward the Stu- 
dent Recreation Facility fund. 
The Student Recreation Facility 
Fund is something that ever student puts 
a hundred dollars a yearinto. It has been 
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something about your money that you 
might not know but probably should 


collecting funds for the last ten years or 
so. This fund is design to build a stu- 
dent recreation facility building, but it will 
not be built until the next capital building 
campaign. Until then, the money is 
getting placed in the fund. However, 
Student Senate does have the choice 
to redirect the funds for that year if we 
feel that there are valid places where the 
money should go. This year we redi- 
rected some money into the Rec Cen- 
tre. From the hundred dollars you paid 
this year, a small portion of it paid for 
the air hockey table, the paint, the new 
lights, possibly a new ping pong table, 
and everything else in there. 

Student Senate also donated 
$25,000 of the money that we collected 
as part of the SRFF towards the Build- 
ing the Promise Campaign that Re- 
deemer is in the middle of right now. 
This campaign raises money for impor- 
tant things like new programs, reducing 
the debt, student aid, covering some of 
the operating costs of the college, and a 
bit was spent on technology. Some of 
you might question Student Senate do- 
nating money to this when there might 
be better things for the money to be 
spend on. 
order to let other people see that the stu- 
dents really have a desire to help out 
the school, and that other potential do- 
nors might be encouraged to follow our 
example. Plus, one of the things about 
our donation is that we can ask to spe- 
cifically direct it towards something that 
we feel falls under the goals of the cam- 
paign and would really benefit the stu- 
dents. So that where we're asking for 
your help. We'd like to see this money 
put towards something that the students 
really feel ther:;’s a great need for. We're 
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However, this was done in- 


not completely sure about this, so we're 
asking for your input. Come visit us in 
our office or write Student Senate (ei- 
ther through ICM or e-mail) a little mes- 
sage about something you'd like to see 
done with it or any other input that you 
have. 

Student Senate is here for you. 
We're here to do what you want, so if 
you have complaints or concerns, then 
come take a little time to sit on our comfy 
couch in the office, and share your con- 
cerns with us. We want to be open with 
you, but we also n you to take the 
initiative to use us. @ 


New Horizons ‘98: Vaz volunteer 


and crown sports editor Scott Vedder 


is seen here speaking with one of the 


180+ New Horizons eons 


(record attendance, by the way). 
terest in Redeemer is at an aire 
high; next year’s first year class may 
be the largest ever! Also, En Route 
days have been success ful in bring- 
ing potential students to Redeemer. 


geen 


After lunch 
Jenny's breathing 
became difficiait. 

The 

called 911. 


teacher 


No one knew of 
her allergies ane 
she was too 
frightened to talk. 

2:16 7M 
They stili can’t 


reach you. 


> Medic Alert 


SPRAK & You 


1-800-668-1507 


medicatert.ca 


FOR 


www. 


An Episode of my Life 


by carlos akira nishimura 
| would like to share some experi- 
ences with you that | had while studying 


here at Redeemer. Some of those ex- 
periences have marked tremendously my 
life. And | would say that they will al- 
ways be with me, challenging and forc- 
ing me to take a stand, to live up to my 
commitment to God. It is not always easy 
to look back in the past and find certain 
“areas” in one’s life and try to correct it in 
order to invite changes. yet, when this 
takes place, you may be sure of one 
thing, you are on your way towards be- 
coming a mature and committed Chris- 
tian. 

One thing that always impressed me 
in this college was the commitment of 
friends and acquaintances who really 
took their faith seriously. The fact that 
they would talk about God and explain 
painstakingly to me all the concepts in- 
volving spiritual growth, was undoubtedly 
a sign that God was at work there! And | 
truly believe that God would use friends, 
acquaintances, etc, to help us out when 
we feel weak or afraid. 

There was a vacuum in my life that 
needed to be filled, at a difficult period 
when | had committed to listen and fol- 
low God's invitation. | had been living 
abroad for more than six years. In the 
meantime, | had experienced many diffi- 
cult times when my faith had been weak- 
ened. Living abroad, away from relatives 
and friends led me to experience an ar- 
ray of mixed feelings: fear, excitement, 
expectant, homesickness, etc. But | be- 
lieve that it all worked for a reason. It 
made me appreciate what was at my 
reach. God had provided me with so 
much and there was always someone or 


a gentle voice that would soothe me 
when things got really hard. As an inter- 
national student, there are many com- 
plex problems that one would experience 
living aborad. Perhaps the hardest of all, 
| think, is to remember that God is there, 
no matter where you go and in what situ- 
ation you are. god is watching, guiding, 
and constantly speaking. But, ost of the 
time | must confess that my heart was 
hardened to the point that | could hear 
no more that soothing and gentle voice. 
All the worries, concerns, and fears 
drifted me away from the light. | was so 
used to solving the problems myself, dili- 
gently enduring so much pain, almost like 
a warrior. All that independence, 
hard work, and endurance, filled tem- 
porarily the vacuum that was in my 
life. Hard work or work ethics, disci- 
pline, endurance; all to no avail. They 
had failed me when | was facing great 
distresses concerning my spiritual life 
that had been neglected for so long. 
they were not there when | needed 
them most. 

This article will be perhaps a 

friendly warning. a gentle invitation 
addressed to you who think that all 
is well and life is smooth and gentle. 
An invitation to meditate and to re- 
consider your priorities in life. Is God 
playing a central role in your life? Are 
you intently listening to God's gentle 
call? Remember that no matter how 
far away we have drifted from God, 
from His teachings, He will always be 
there, ready to take you back. Just 
pray that He will change your life. 
Prioritize your spiritual life and all the 
temporary problems will be taken 
care of. Qj 
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by brenda heyink 
President - Student Senate 


At the beginning of the school 
year | read an article by the editor of 
the MacMaster paper conceming ac- 
countability. | picked it up only be- 

cause | thought that it was fascinating 
that a public university would be talking 
about something that is such a huge part 
of a Christian's life. | was also wonder- 
ey could even get the concept of 
accountability right. | was pleasantly sur- 
prised by the conclusion that the author 
came to. The bottom line was that the 
paper wasn't going to ask everyone to 
get involved and have all this wonderful 
school spirit, but encouraged them in- 
stead to look after their own self-inter- 
est. In one sense, that doesn't sound 
very Christian, but if you kept following 
the article, the conclusion that it did 
come to had a little more than just self- 
interest in mind. Self-interest might have 
been one way to motivate people, but 
what students were encouraged to do 
was to pay attention to what's happen- 
ing at school and hold those who have 
jority over them accountable for what 
they do. 

As Christians, we can see things a 
little differently. We shouldn't have to 
be motivated by self-interest to be pay- 
ing attention to what's going on here at 
Redeemer. We should be motivated by 
our desire to serve God the best way 
possible. Most of us figure that the lack 
of communication at school is something 
that we can blame ¢ on 1 the Administra- 


by tom c. newman 


The issue of security on campus 
has been a very hot topic as of late, 
and it doesn’t show any signs of cool- 
ing down. However, attitudes are 
changing. The question no longer is if 
we really need to improve security. 
That has become all too obvious, what 
with attempted car thefts (a suppos- 
edly isolated incident), actual car thefts 
( | guess it wasn't that isolated), and 
legitimate student concerns. The im- 
portant question now is, what do we 
have to change and how should we 
change it? 

The campus has been a-buzz with 
rumours of beefed-up security, better 
lighting and communication, improved 
first aid equipment, and yes, self-lock- 
ing doors on all the dorms. These were 
only a few of the issues raised at the 
security forum last week. Pardon me 
for agreeing with a common stereo- 
type, but I do think that a lot of young 
adults do think that they ¢ invincible 
and that “it can't happen to me”, even 
more so at Redeemer, because: we do 
have such a great campus and com- 

lunity. This is a good feeling, and one 
vat we all deserve to have. We should 


be able to walk across campus at night 


and feel safe. That is why the Secu- 
rity Council is taking a proactive stance 
with this security issue, instead of a 

\ctive sta tiga ates inci- 
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And Do You Really Care... 


tion. As much as I'd agree that there is 
a lack of communication here, | can not 
completely blame the Administration. | 
also realize that | have to take responsi- 
bility for finding things out on my own, 
and if something happens that | disagree 
with, then it is my responsibility to hold 
those in authority, who make these de- 
cisions, accountable for the decisions 
that they make. 

Sometimes, we as students get 
to pick who makes the decisions that 
affect our life at Redeemer and some- 
times we don't. That hardly makes me 
a powerless person here, for whom the 
only way that | can change anything is 
by complaining to others and being dis- 
respectful towards those in authority 
over me. There are lots of things that 
can be done that most people aren't 
doing. | hear a lot of complaining and 
see very little results. How many people 
complained about the self-locking 
doors? Most people | knew had some 
complaint. How many people wrote con- 
cerns about them? Jody Yzerman re- 
ceived five letters of concern and Stu- 
dent Senate received two. The scary 
part is that this piddly number of con- 
cerns is probably the most we've re- 
ceived about any issue for a while. The 
Open Forum had about fifty people 
there, and that was a good turnout. But 
| seem to recall there being 309 students 
in the dorms, plus many other students 
who don't live in the dorms who will be 
affected by this issue. That number of 
50 does not seem to be such a great 
number anymore. 


curity is not quite as effective as it should 
be. The council realizes this concern 
and has already taken some action to- 
wards it. Last week, professional secu- 
rity was brought in to assess our cam- 
pus and what improvements can and 
should be made. Also, there will be a 
revamping of our current security sys- 
tem; whether it will be totally scrapped 
in-favour of a professional security force 
24/7 or just better trained for the future 
is still undecided. 

The other major issue discussed at 
the forum was that since over 70% of 
the campus was not locking their doors 
at night, then (gulp) self-locking doors 
would be put on all the dorms. What did 
he say? Self-locking doors all over cam- 
pus. “That will wreck the openness of 
the campus.” “How do we get to the (un- 
der-stocked at best) first aid kits if we 
need them?” “What if | am being chased, 
where would | go?” | have heard these, 
and other such comments, all over cam- 
pus. It seems to me that almost nobody 
wants self-locking doors. The answers 
to these questions led to even more 
changes around campus, like having a 
good first aid kit in every dorm, with 
someone in that dorm (preferably the HA 
or RA) who knows first aid. As for where 


to go in an emergency, there are talks 
_ in the works of erecting posts with blue 
lights and emergency phones that patch 


you directly to security, which should be 
able to respond within seconds. How- 
ever, the one problem that can't be 
solved by security measures is the at- 
mosphere of the campus. It is very ap- 
parent that most pike, and don't 
door 


As well, about a month and a half 
ago, Student Senate held an Open Fo- 
rum on technology and wiring the cam- 
pus. I'm embarrassed to say that only 
about 25 people showed, and half of 
them were on Student Senate. | ac- 
knowledge that there was another meet- 
ing going on at that time, but it doesn't 
seem like people really cared that much 
about this. Last year, when there was 
a fear of getting laptops a Panel Discus- 
sion was. held. The attendance was 
awful, and in light of the fact that people 
didn't seem to care, | wonder how we 
can complain about not hearing enough 
when we don't make the effort to hear 
when people try to tell us something. If 
you have a problem about the means of 
communicating things, maybe you 
should suggest a better way of telling 
everyone about new information. 

There are things that students 
can do besides just reacting and writing 
concerns. Students can get involved in 
different committees on the school, or 
they can get involved in things like the 
crown or Student Senate or anything 
else. You, as Students, had the right to 
vote forthose on Student Senate. Con- 
sidering the fact that we're thrilled if an 
election has more than 60 percent of the 
school population voting in it, that doesn't 
seem like that high of a number if every- 
one really cared about the people that 
they give the authority of being their rep- 
resentatives. If, in the past, you didn't 
like who was running for the positions, 
maybe you should have gotten involved 
yourself. | really believe that Student 


policy. Another question raised by these 
doors is the effectiveness of the new 
locks. Anyone who has every raided 
another dorm before, knows just how 
easy it is to go through the windows 
(umm... so I've heard). Also, it was 
made perfectly clear that if these doors 
were put on, a lot of dorms would make 
them ineffective by taping over the latch 
or something. Don't get me wrong, it's 
not that the students don't want to be 
safe, it's just that they don't want this 
extreme form of security forced on them. 
Other suggestions given by the students 
included a fining system for not locking 
doors, or perhaps putting locks on the 
bedroom doors. 

So where does all this security end? 
Wait, that's the wrong question. | should 
rather ask, where does it begin? It be- 
gins with us, telling Redeemer College 


images... 


Brad MacLeod, Anabela Pereira, Tammy Heidbuurt Jeremy 
Nagy, and Rhonda Elgersma goof around at New Horizons ‘98 


Senate is doing a great job of represent- 
ing the students this year but we also 
need to hear from you. All the Student 
Senate meetings are open and we've 
invited you all to come, but as of yet, | 
haven't seen anyone except for a few of 
the people who ran for first-year sena- 
tors, as well as one of the editors of 
crown who came for a special presen- 
tation. If you have concerns, then just 
fill out a little sheet and talk to Mike 
Glockner or anyone else on Senate. 
Merely complaining about some- 
thing doesn't do any good. Especially if 
all you do is just complain. | hope | have 
not offended those students who do ac- 
tually get involved and try to do some- 
thing if they have a problem instead of 
just complaining about and in fact, | wish 
there were more people like you around 
As students we're not helpless. If you 
have problems with how things work at 
Redeemer, then write a complaint to 
Student Senate — we'd love to be over- 
whelmed with everyone's concerns. 
We've given you a comfortable couch 
to sit on if you want to talk to us about 
problems. Or else write letters in crown, 
or write them directly to the chairpersons 
of the committees that make the deci- 
sions that you're not so sure about. It’s 
your responsibility to pay attention to 
what’sgoing on, and then to hold those 
people in authority accountable if you 
believe that what they have done is not 


right. 


crown@redeemer.on.ca 


what we need to feel safe, and if 
thatmeans self-locking doors, neon 
light in Siberia, and a navy S.E.A.L. unit 
on campus, then so be it. However, it 
was made painfully clear by many 
people that we, the students, are not 
telling Redeemer College what we 
want; this was accented by the rela- 
tively low turnout at the forum. We all 
grumble and complain, but don't do 
anything about it. The Security Coun- 
cil is doing thier best, and | applaud 
them for taking these measures before 
we need them, but itis a first forthem, 
too. We can't expect them to just read 
our minds and know exactly what to 
do. We have to show them that we 
are mature, and that we care about 
each other, and ourselves, because 
the Security Council already does. 
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Men’s Volleyball 


monday, january 18, 1999 


The Men's Volleyball team faced off against Niagara at home, on No- 
vember eighteenth. The Knights opened up the first game taking a 4-0 
lead after some big blocks. However, Colin DeRaaf got the Royals going 


with two big kills. Some great power demonstrated by the Royals set the 
tone for this game, eventually giving them a 15-13 victory. 

The second started out with both teams trading side-outs. Again, blue 
gained momentum at the start. This time Niagara made some great blocks, 
and showed some real intensity that they built on for the rest of the match. 
The final two games saw Redeemer jumping out to early leads, and then 
slowly relinquishing them to the mighty Knights. The players walked off the 
court with a very disappointing 3-1 loss. 

The Royals answered the fans’ cry for victory on November twenty- 
fifth against Sheridan. In this one Redeemer's offense was too potent, with 
sixty-one total kills spread through the entire lineup, compared to Sheridan's 
forty. Nathan Seibenga led the way for the Royals, accumulating nineteen 


kills and a serving ace. 


Scores for the match were 15-9, 15-11, 12-15, 15-4 as the more tal- 
ented Royals pounded their way to victory. This kind of domination is what 
can be expected from our Royals. Opposing coaches have commented 
that Redeemer demonstrates a very strong defense, and this coupled with 


Special mention over the two games goes to Colin DeRaaf, wie to- 
taled fifty kills. Colin is featured on the front of the OCAA record. He is also 
in third place in the OCAA for offense. Keep up the good work Colin, and 
keep up the good work team! See you on January twentieth in the Royal 


Dome, as Redeemer faces off against Georgian college {Qj 


Men’s Hockey 


Men's hockey began a busy week- 
end on Friday; November twenty-sev- 
enth, with a four to three win against the 
Ancaster Bulldogs. The Royals effort 
was minimal as they held back the much 
weaker, but very gritty, Bulldogs. 
Honourable mention goes to the Bull- 
dogs for a very hard-fought game, but 
the Royals steadily improving teamwork 
was too potent for the newteam. Royal 
goalscorers were Ken Dam with two, 
Wes Laverty, and Tom Newman with a 
big one from the point. Special congratu- 
lations goes to Tom Newman with the 
first goal of his Royals career. 

The following night, Redeemer 


men’s club volleyball 


by jono barhoorn 


Men's Club Volleyball hosted an 
OCCAA tournament on the 21" of No- 
vember. The men finished the last tour- 
nament with a 2-2 record and knew that 


they could do better. The league has 
become more competitive and the Roy- 
als have a better team than last year. 
The strategy for the team changed from 
offense to defense, focus during prac- 
tice was put on blocking and pass more 
than hitting. 

The first game was against Heri- 
tage, and Coach Vander Boor figured 
if the Royals could beat them first it 
would make the other games easier. 
They took Heritage 2-1 after falling 
back in the second game. The next 


came out with an incredible effort against 
a team that was starving for victory. 
Coming out flying was the Burlington 
Chiefs, consistently creating a lot of 
pressure in the Royal defensive end. 
Their crash and bang style was some- 
what overwhelming at the start, but the 
Royals quickly adapted with some hard 
skating and crisp passing. Opening the 
scoring was Darren Gibbons, who had 
a great shot from the point after great 
control by the Royals, that left the Chiefs 
in ascramble. The Royals then went 
up by two by completing some solid 
passes, that left the Chief goalie help- 
less. 

The turning point in the game came 


‘Devon Paul pounds a crushing hit during Men’s club 
volleyball action on November 21. 


match was against Emmanuel, which 
which the team decide to play hard the 
whole game and took them 2-0. The 
men then played Eastern, which had a 
really good team. They came out 
strong the first set and beat the Roy- 
als. The Royals fought back and beat 
Eastern in the next two sets. The final 
game of the day was against Tyndale, 
which they won 2-1. Again the Royal 
sat back in the second set. The tour- 
nament was a good experience for all 
the players to get some playing time. 
Overall the whole team played excel- 
lent games to contribute to the 4-0 
record on the day. All the players were 
excited about being tied for ice and 
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Women’s Basketball... 
by kristy whalen 


Redeemer's women's basketball 
game against Seneca began on a rocky 
footing. The uniforms were caught in 
traffic and it turned out to be Seneca's 
home team against Seneca's away 
team. With only five player's to start 
the game, morale hit the roof when the 
team's other members arrived and 
players could get a rest. Defense was 
the strong point in the second half. 
Seneca was held to only a few points 
and the Royal's offense help to bring 
the game back into reach, scoring more 
than three times the first half's score. 
Unfortunately this was not enough to 
pull out with a win, but it goes to show 
that when a team plays together they 


when the Chiefs scored with just under 


_aminute left in the second period. This 


gave the Chiefs all the momentum head- 
ing into the third and final period. In dyer 
need of a victory, they would not be de- 
nied. Despite being outshot, the Chiefs 
scored four unanswered goals in the 
third period to win five to two. It seemed 
all the breaks went to the Chiefs in the 
third, scoring some lucky goals, but also 
scoring twice on some great single- 


_ Eastern, this: 
ae ae R 


be a part of it! 


BODy 


can do unbelievable things. 

The game against George Brown 
was a different story. The Royals 
fought hard to keep into the game only 
trailing by seven at the half. George 
Brown pulled away in the second half 
and won with a twenty point spread. 
The team played well together, but 
crowd support would have helped in 
the George Brown game. The team 
need fans to keep the energy in the 
gym. If you could give a little time to 
support the women, they'll surprise you 
with some excellent basketball. Car- 
rie DeGraaf played well defensively, 
and Alicia Silva played well, shooting 
up a number of good threes in both 
games. Inthe George Brown game 
the tenacious defensive grip the team 
held over their opponents left when the 
crowd left (@ 


! ‘squad poses with 
Jair their substitute uni- 
P forms” after their 


handed efforts. 

The Royals definately played a very 
strong game, and skated away feeling 
robbed by the five to two loss. The team 
is really falling together, but it now braces 
itself for changes to come over the holi- 
days. No doubt they will be prepared 
for their next game in January against 
the St. George Avalanche. The N.C.H.L. 
is going to feature a great playoff race 
this year, and the Royals will certainly 


SOUL 


by dan vanMinnen 

Jewel Skowatter related this 
story to me at the Overseas Missions 
Study Centre conference. It is a tes- 
timony that will open your eyes to the 
power of God. 

Gaziantep, Turkey. It is the spring 
of 1984. In this city of 500,000 people, 
there are virtually no Christians. In fact, 
there are virtually no Christians in all of 
Turkey; it is 99.99% Muslim. Enter 
Hasan Kabepici, a man who was seek- 
ing another option. If you were not a 
devout Muslim, you were still defined cul- 
turally as one. Hasan was not devout 
himself, but he really wanted to be de- 
voted to the truth about God. He had 
studied the Koran (Muslim holy book) in 
a Koran school attached to a mosque. 
But he was unsatisfied. He knew about 
Jesus, because the Koran spoke of Him, 
but this was not enough for him. 

One day, he read an ad in the paper 
that offered to help people learn more 
about Jesus through a_ Bible 
correspondance course. Hasan was in- 
terested, so he ordered the course. He 
completed it, and also asked for a New 
Testament, which the people in Instabul 
(the ones that placed the ad) were glad 
to give him. He had studied the Koran 
and the New Testament, and he was con- 
fused. He did not know which book was 
the truth. He then proceeded to place 
the books on either side of a room, and 
he stood between them. He called out 
to God to show him which book was the 
truth, because both books sounded good, 
but he simply could not discern. This is 
when the miracle happened. Avball, not 


like any su pant but a coven. in origin your 
descended fro nand came to rest 


over the New Testament. 
Hasan knew at that time that the 
Bible was the way to God, but he didn’t 


somethin, 


to think about 


Uproar in Kansas Senate 


dan vanminnen and nikeisha hudson - sou/ editors 


A Jewel in the Rough 


know how to become a Christian. In a 
city of 500,000 he had never met another 
Christian, and now he had so many ques- 
tions. He wrote back to Instabul, and 
asked the ad writers how he could be- 
come a Christian. The people in 
Instanbul received the letter and called 
two Christian missionaries, Jewel and 
Richard Skowalter in Gaziontep - the 
same city Hasan lived in! They asked 
Jewel and Richard if they would meet with 
Hasan, and they agreed to. They told 
Hasan and he was delighted to find that 
there were other Christians in his city, so 
he wnet to meet them. Hasan showed 
up on Jewel's doorstep, and the rest is 
truly good news. Jewel told Hasan of 
his surrender to Jesus Christ, the 
knoweldge of whom was in the true scrip- 
tures. 

Jewel has not gotten in touch with 
Hasan in a while. Richard and Jewel 
were told some time ago to leave Turkey 
on forty-eight hours notice, and they are 
deciding if they are ever going to go back. 
They may not be there, but God is. God 
is in Muslim Turkey. He was there be- 
fore missionaries. He works in the lives 
of those who grow up Muslim but are 
seeking the truth. History is history of 
reconciliation iwth all men who seek Him. 
The Spirit is in rebellious nations, seek- 
ing reconciliation with them. God so 
loved the whole world. 

There are many mysteries concern- 
ing God’s plan of redemption. On of them 
is how He judges nations that have never 
heard the good news. But here in 
Hasan’s amazing tale is a glimpse of a 
seeker's heart. May this story chalenge 

our thinking about the most. it important 
“issue at the heart of those 
see God's kingdom ushered in more each 


day. ie 


bys jesse gritter 


When pastor Joe Wright was 
asked to open the new session of the 
Kansas Senate, everyone was expect- 
ing the usual politically correct generali- 
ties. But what they heard instead was 
stirring prayer, passionately calling our 
country to repentance and righteous- 
ness. The response was immediate, 
and a number of legislators walked out 
during the prayer. In six short weeks, 
tral Christian Church (Wichita, 


e yess and 
nce. We 
on those 


‘ad 


We have ridiculed the absolute truth 
of Your Word and called it pluralism. We 
have worshiped other gods and called it 
multiculturalism. We have endorsed 
perversion and called it an alternative 
lifestyle. We have exploited the poor and 
called it the lottery. We have neglected 
the needy and called it self-preservation. 
We have rewarded laziness and called 
it welfare. We have killed our unborn 
and called it choice. We have shot abor- 
tionists and called it justifiable. We have 
neglected to discipline our children and 
called it building self-esteem. We have 
abused power and called it political 
savvy. We have coveted our 


_ neighbour's possessions and called it 


_ ambition. We have polluted the air with 
profanity and pornography and called it 
freedom of expression. We have ridi- 
_culed the time-honoured values of our 


he. yalorotaibers and called it enlightenment. 


_ Search us, O God, and know our 
lear eset us fr cleanse <A every sin 


here b th Sacaeetianste, ariwho 
pr in ordained by You to govern 
this great state. Grant them the wisdom 
to rule, and may their decisions direct 
us to the centre of Your Will. | ask it in 
~ the name of Your Son, ine ving Sav- 
Fel basi. 


‘wait to” 


Ho Ho Ho...Merry “X”mas? 


.. then one foggy Christmas Eve, Santa same to say, Rudolph with your nose 


1999 


monday, january 18 , 


so abit won't you glide my sleigh tonight?” Those are words from the famous song 
Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer. Words | can remember singing at the top of my 
lungs as it was though to me that this is how this holiday season to be politically 
correct, was celebrated here in North America. 

Wow! Have you ever stopped and listened to the words of this song, and other 
songs that were made up to celebrate this supposed joyous season with a Santa 
Claus at every grocery store waving a bell in a metric motion? And, as he sees you 
putting change into your pocket or purse, he rings his annoying bell even louder to get 
your attention, and showing the Salvation Army bucket. 

Back to the song; have you r-e-a-l-l-y listened to the lyrics, and think, a reindeer 
that flies through the night, from the North Pole, who has a red nose that glows in the 
dark to guide a man supposedly weighing about 380 pounds who has been dead 


for...umm let me see now.. 


a couple years or so 


Here's the funny part: he’s carrying 


tons of presents, from Honda Accords for that grown up child to a train set on the poor 
backs of these 12 or so (who’s counting right?) reindeer that fly around the world in 
one night and deliver all these presents under the trees of happy little boys and girls 
Oh, and don't forget mom and dad and cousin Arnold who's convinced that he lives at 


your house! 


Now, | don’t mean to be a real damper, especially for the “kids.” 
“come on Nickeisha, do it for the children. 


You may ask me, 
It's fun for them - besides, you did it as a 


child, dian't you?” You see, that’s exactly the problem here, folks. We conform to 
what the world is doing and forget sometimes that you can’t mix the true meaning of 
Christmas with something that has absolutely nothing to do with it in the first place. 
Now, for many of us that’s common sense. Of course we go to church, we partici- 
pate in the Baby Jesus play, and of course we do good deeds and spend quality time 
with our families. That’s the whole point, right? First of all, if we remember the birth of 
our Lord and keep looking at him as Baby Jesus we have missed the whole point of 
why He came and why He died on a cross, not a pine tree, and definitely not the 


manger where He was born. 


Sorry folks, but Jesus only stayed a baby for a few years! 


He grew into a boy 


and eventually a man, perfect and holy before His heavenly Father. Sorry to all those 
who were planning to play baby Jesus this year in their church's Christmas play. I'm 
no less to blame, | did it too. Just the other day | was begging my mom to wait before 
she put up the Christmas tree and decorations. When | was only at six years old | 
didn’t even know what a pine tree was, only a palm tree which had nothing to do with 


the way | celebrated Christmas. 


Ponder this (and | know I'm stepping on some toes now), but why do we conform 
constantly to the ways of the world when Romans clearly states “be ye not conform of 
this world but be ye transformed by the renewing of your minds that ye may see what 


‘is good, holy, and just in the sight of God.” 


Let's try to remember the true Christ and not the Santa Christ. Let's try to wor- 
ship one or the other, and not both. It confuses children, believe it or not, and it can 


mess up our witness to others. 


Let's make this Christmas and New Year's a blessed one, especially one to which 


we can invite Christ Himself. 


Editors’ note: Though this installment of Nikeisha’s Soul File was supposed 


to be out before Christmas, the ideas are amazingly relevant, no? 


Concerning Praise and Worship 


by kenneth dryfhout 


In previous editions of the 
CROWN, articles have been written re- 
garding praise and worship. An argu- 
ment between hymns and contemporary 
worship has come out of this. All hymns 
and all contemporary praise songs cer- 
tainly cannot be put in categories such 
as “deep” or “shallow”. The use of one 
hymn and one contemporary song to 
support this theory is ridiculous, the com- 
parison is irrelevant and the whole dis- 
cussion is based on the supposition that 
we are to get something out of praise 
and worship. Comments about being 
filled or empty and about depth clearly 
show this. | think it is time that we real- 
ize that praise and worship has very little 
to do with us. 

If our intentions in praising the Lord 
are so that we may feel, in a more obvi- 
ous way the presence of the Holy Spirit, 
than we have wrong intentions. If one 
comes out of a time of praise without 
some kind of dramatic experience it does 
not necessarily mean the time has not 
borne fruit. Spiritual addictions result 
from incorrect expectations of praise and 
worship. “Praise and worship” includes 
hymns. Arrogance causes intentions for 
an experience; it is self-seeking and de- 
mands something of the Father at a time 


when our focus is giving. 

On the topic of “deep” versus “shal- 

low” worship: where is the Biblical evi- 
dence to say that our worship to God 
must be done in the most profound, in- 
tellectual way possible? | would say that 
there is none, despite the abundance of 
verses pertaining to worship. Praise 
arises out of the moment many times in 
Scripture, mostly from an overwhelming 
sense of humility that spawned 
words of glory to God which prob- 
ably were often simple, humble and 
full of love. Nor does Scripture speak 
of our experiences as a result of 
worship. It speaks of the Holy Spirit 
and reactions to His presence in our 
lives. Itis the Spirit, not the types of 
songs we sing, that is the factor af- 
fecting our “fullness” or “emptiness.” 
If the Spirit chooses to fill us at a time 
of worship that is His choosing and 
His grace and has little to do with us 
or with the “depth” of the words we 
are saying. Neither article touches 
on this as one speaks of “depth” as 
one of the focuses of the worshiper. 
No matter what our focus or depth, 
itis grace, pure and simple. 

| truly hope that we at Redeemer 
can understand what praise and 
worship is all about. 
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Chris Cuthill is an alumnus (96) 
of Redeemer College and is pres- 
ently a Junior member at the Insti- 
tute of Christian Studies in Toronto, 
We stand at the threshold of a new 

age, a new millennium pregnant with 
both hopeful promise and apocalyptic 
dread. Like all thresholds, it is a place 
of reflection and looking back--it is the 
place where cairns are built, twelve- 
stoned altars which serve as both me- 
morial and waymark. At the threshold, 
the end of one age, we are faced with 
choice. We may cross over into places 
we have never been, we may Stay at 
the in-between place, or we may look 
behind us by turning our memorial into 
a sacred reified monument. 

Israel, precariously standing at the 
shore of the Jordan, must make a deci- 
sion. Entering the land means forsak- 
ing the security of a manna’d wilderness 
and fountained boulders. It requires a 
redefinition of identity--from dependent 
sojourners to landed occupiers; from 
helpless children to accountable inheri- 
tors. For the first time ever, Israel awaits 
transformation into what it has never 
been before, into that which has no para- 
digm or memory by which experiential 
assurance can be extrapolated. The 
land is risk. Risk of responsibility and 
the unknown. The wilderness is a safe 
place, full of dull rituals and colourless 
sameness. The wilderness is sheltered 
and supported, but without vitality. With 
the land comes contingency and disrup- 
tion. The land, the place of covenantal 
obedience, is not safe. 

As the nomads stood on the thresh- 
old of commitment and venture one 
prophet understood the timeless truth 
that with great freedom comes the po- 
tential for great evil. Occupancy can 
quickly turn into a competitive covetous- 
ness and possession can motivate 
greed. god, not wishing His good gift to 
become a source of oppression and 
desire, gave His prophet a vision which 
was simple but staggering--!| have freed 
you from bondage, Yahweh told His chil- 
dren, to be a community that takes care 
prophetic vision proposed some very 
clear guidelines for living and participat- 
ing in this community: don't make a profit 
on anything you sell to those in your 
community, and if someone needs to 
borrow money from you, don’t charge 
interest on it. 

Even with these precepts, however, 
some would acquire great wealth 
through luck, swindle and savvy, while 
others would become debt slaves, 
forced to sell their estate to survive. The 
Lord God, abhorring such dispanty, pro- 
posed something even more radical, a 
restoration to begin again, a return to 
proper relationships within the commu- 
nity; a call to shalom, a call to Jubilee. 
With the blowing of the shofar, the ram's 
horn, a great call for justice and equality 
would echo throughout the land every 
fiftieth year. If you had sold your land to 
pay off debts, it would be given back to 
you; if you had debts, they were forgiven; 
those in bondage would be freed, and 
the earth would be allowed a chance to 
lie fallow. In a foreshadowing of the rec- 
onciliation between God and man, the 
Jubilee vision proposed a restitution, a 
giving-back of one’s fair portion. 

The Jubilee vision is a radical one, 
scandalous even. It does not sit well 
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with our modern sensibilities, which are 
easily roused to suspicion by such Marx- 
ist sounding ideals. Such misgivings, 
however, are indicative of our deep- 
seated allegiances to a post-Enlighten- 
ment culture which has incorrectly ac- 
cepted a linear model for sifting various 
ideologies into their appropriate slots 
along the line. When we axiomatically 
speak of left and right “wings” we are 
working under the assumption of an im- 
plied centre which holds human au- 
tonomy to choose self- 

Elected goals as the fundamental 
principle to which any ethic is relative. 
when we accept this equidistant point 
as normative, we fall into the trap of 
idolatry by displacing Jesus Christ with 
a logocentric Archimedean point. The 
call to a community which shares its lim- 
ited resources is a “Deeper Magic”, a 
Biblical antecedent to the notion of the 
proletariat as the messianic torchbear- 
ers of truth. 


Jubilation 


commerce--a reasonable concession 
which has stunted our ability to imagine 
anything beyond the necessary eco- 
nomic imperatives of a conservative 
(safe) belief system. 

Perhaps it is time to re-challenge the 
sanctioned doctrine of usury, to re-ex- 
amine the implications for Jubilee, which 
are profound and far-reaching. At its 
extreme, it would prompt the interna- 
tional lending and collection agencies to 
forgive the principle and interest which 
hold the poor nations of this world in sla- 
very. At its heart, it would prompt Chris- 
tians to holy anger at the gross inequali- 
ties in the larger human community. The 
year of the Lord’s favour is about libera- 
tion of all dispossessed peoples, but | 
believe that Jubilee vision must begin 
from within—by restructuring social-eco- 
nomic relationships within the Christian 
community. From within, a new social 
order might provide the incentive for an 
extended implementation of the Jubilee 


The year of the Lord's favour is about liberation of all 
dispossessed peoples, but | believe that Jubilee vision must 


begin from within... 


When we accept oppression and 
disenfranchisement as status quo, when 
we cease to imagine a way of being and 
doing which is different from the ac- 
cepted order of affairs, the we fall prey 
to such idiolatry. When we assume that 
the established socio-political practices 
are the only conceivable options open 
to us, we have silenced tongues com- 
manded to proclaim Jubilee; we have 
dulled the visions of the young and 
mocked the dreams of the old. 

We now stand at the threshold of 
our own Jordan. The new millennium is 
fast upon us, and techno-gurus and neo- 
Luddites find themselves in agreement 
that in our hubris we may be met by a 
computer-chip Armageddon. there is a 
deep irony in the so-called “Y2K” scare- 
-that in our mad rush to reach the twenty- 
first century, we have created machines 
we really get there. Computers are not 
so unlike the children of Israel, unable 
to see beyond the Jordan, afraid to walk 
boldly into that place of mystery and gi- 
ants. That is why the prophets were 
needed— to tell the people what time it 
was, to remind them of what they had 
overlooked. 

There is something truly audacious 
in proposing an alternative to the cen- 
tral tenets of our culture, in suggesting 
something so economically naive as 
Jubilee. Usury, the lending of money 
with an interest charge for its use, is the 
cornerstone of our entire financial sys- 
tem. it assures a proper distribution of 
wealth through the level playing field of 
a controlled marketplace. it is the op- 
eration of sound fiduciary principles 
which are the requisite elements of trade 
and industry in an urban society. The 
Church is quick to indiscriminately ac- 
cept these basic postulates of Capital- 
ism, but for the Reformers, they were 
contentious issues. While Luther main- 
tained the orthodox Christian position 
which forbade charging interest on 
loans, Calvin argued that credit was in- 
dispensable in assuring the growth of 
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principle. 

Redeemer College, as an important 
part of the larger Christian community, 
should be involved in an ongoing resis- 
tance to those value strictures which 
underlie economic injustice and perpetu- 
ate the terrible realities of vagrancy, in- 
digence and despondency in God's 
world, but our counter- 

cultural resistance must emanate 
from within. Can we as a community 
not begin by applying some very simple 
principles of economic giving to those 
students who have incurred debt to the 
college? Can we begin to challenge the 
assumptions of possessive consumer- 
ism by saying that we will stop charging 
interest on unpaid tuition and in cases 
of special need, cancel the debt com- 
pletely? Jubilee calls for a restoration 
of hope and new beginning to those who 
like generations of greedy and idolatrous 
Christians before us, disregard Jubilee 
as an ancient and fanciful pipedream, 
irrelevant in a world of common sense 
revolutions and prudent fiscal decisions? 

Jubilee and the prohibitions against 
interest-taking are absurd. They are not 
financially viableoptions for a college 
which has itself incurred an almost in- 
surmountable debt. the scandal of 
Jesus Christ, we should be reminded, 
is also a strange and nonsensical 
economy in which justice equals mercy, 
a fantastic commerce in which an inno- 
cent body is broken in proxy for insol- 
vent debtors. itis a gift beyond reason; 
a surplus of leniency; a surprise which 
defies our greatest expectations. 

If we may return once again of the 
bank of the Jordan, we can look behind 
us and see a place full of viable options- 
-sound economic principles and feasible 
strategies for the judicious and stewardly 
operation of a company. It is a safe 
place of conservative complacency and 
modest security. Interest is charged on 
leans because the culturally-normative 
relationship which exists between any 
institution capable of carrying a loan and 
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its creditors, is one in which return is 
received by capital on its investment. 

Jubilee does not present us with 
rational schemata for economic change. 
It only asks us to imagine, to see be- 
yond the established order and envision 
a different way of being in the world, a 
rejection of the patterns of exploitation 
on which we model our policies. The 
prophets called us to be a Jubilee 
people, to bravely enter a land of fecun- 
dity and wonder--leaving behind us the 
cherished assumptions of the accepted 
rational ethos. Jubilee points to radical 
egalitarianism for which our world has 
come ‘o be ordered, but it begins with 
the freeing of a single household, with 
the forgiveness of one brother/sister’s 
debt. Jubilee starts by upholding a com- 
munal ethic for interacting justly with 
each other, but within the kingdom, the 
covenant boundaries expand outwards. 
Jubilee should captivate our imagina- 
tions with an alternative vision to the 
rampant economics of gain and afflu- 
ence--it should arouse the Spirit-formed 
community to a new ideal animated by 
the biblical story. 

Redeemer College should not, how- 
ever, revel in a kind of Christian tribal- 
ism. Jubilee is not about the inner needs 
of the community alone, but this is a 
good place to start. Redeemer as a 
community must say no to the evils of 
economic globalization, and we must 
reclaim our prophetic edge by gaining 
an informed understanding of the world 
in which we live. Already a world-wide 
ecumenical Jubilee initiative is worki 
to have the International Monetary Fur 
(IMF) declare relief on indebted third 
world nations, and Redeemer College 
should support such initiatives, but if we 
do not establish Jubilee at home, our 
hypocrisy nullifies our public credibility. 
we are called to fight structural injustice 
and institutionalized evil in our world, but 
we must do so with a consistent humil- 
ity which dares to commit to structural 
change from within. 

God's promises, as they were forthe 
Israelites camped on the margins of 
danger, and tables are prepared for us 
in the presence of the enemy camp. 
Opening ourselves up to promise entails 
vulnerability, it means entering a precari- 
ous place of trust without manna. 

We are at the threshold, and we are 
faced with a decision. We can sit in 
the comfortable wilderness before 
our triumphalist monument of afflu- 
ence, celebrating, like public temples 
and obelisks, the old stories and the 
established ways. We can also, like 
the post modernists, hover at the 
boundary and deride the desert- 
dwellers for their violent and destruc- 
tive structures, but refuse to cross 
over. Or we can, perhaps, take off 
our socks and shoes, and begin to 
wade into the Jordan--looking for an 
alternative way of being in the world 
which inverts the unjust order of 
things and works towards collective 
well being, to shalom. The water 
may get deeper before we get 
across, but if we don't get wet, we 
can't know what we're missing--what 
God has planned for oe 
enough to take the chance. 
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What comfort can we hold in the 
potential crisis we face in Y2K? 


This is an excerpt from a letter written by a sheriff to the people of Sioux 
County, lowa (submitted by Pete Hoogendam): 

it has been my pleasure to serve you , the people of Sioux County, for the 
last twenty-three years. It is now my duty to speak to you about a very grave 
danger that presents it self. God, in places like Ezekiel 33, calls a civil magistrate 
like myself to warn those under my care of potential dangers. A potential danger 
has arisen, about which | am compelled to speak. 

Even though my office is striving to convert our own software systems to be 
Y2K compliant, the challenge to all of us is far more serious than our own comput- 
ers. Even those who don't own computers rely on essential services from compa- 
nies who do rely on computers, (The average American depends on approxi- 
mately 256 computers each day for his electricity, water, heat, etc.). 

These may or may not be ready, Those companies in turn also rely on critical 
vendors and suppliers whose computers may or may not be ready. These critical 
vendors could include your power, phone, and gas supply companies, as well as 
banks and government agencies (welfare checks, medicaid, etc.). 

With most businesses now operating with just-in-time’ inventory systems, the 
failure of any one or a series of these critical vendors could result in a loss of 
critical services for us all. While | trust that all such businesses and institutions in 
Sioux County are doing all they can to repair their systems, it may not matter if the 
commuters of their critical vendors (or other institutions which they are intercon- 
nected with throughout the country) are not also repaired on time. The program- 
mers are now comparing the Y2K to natural forces (such as blizzards or hurri- 
canes, etc’), Are they not conceding that as we cannot control such weather God 
sends us, nor can we control this problem? But then we have to ask: Is God 
sending this to us? And if God is, then we are compelled to ask, “Why"? The 
answer would be found in what God Himself has said: “Son of man, when a land 
sins against Me by persistent unfaithfulness, | will stretch out My Hand against 
it.” (Ezekiel 14:12). Our persistent unfaithfulness includes decades of idolatry, 
Sabbath-breaking, abortion, a messianic view of government, broken marnages, 
rampant perverse sexuality... 

In Proverbs 27:12, God tells us that a prudent man foresees evil coming and 
takes measures to protect himself from it. | perceived much evil coming poten- 
tially, and believe that such reports uoight to bring us to cry out to Jehovah God 
and His Son Jesus Christ, the Ruler of the nations, for forgiveness and mercy, 
because He is gracious, and has no pleasure in the death of the wicked. If we 
don't know Jesus Christ as our Lord and Saviour, we must repent of our sins and 


rest our hopes for salvat jon fully and only on Him, and then gratefully live in obe- 
dience to His law. After all, the eternal judgments of God in hell are far worse than 
y potential judgments God may bring through Y2K. Those who are believers 
need to confess a | from any sin between themselves and: God (Psalm. 
ls i it sonar ie ao sia See A 
infallible foreknowledge of the future, it is necessary to. 
at danger in a prudent and responsible manner. It 


would be wise at this time that Sioux County residents consider preparing their 
families, churches and neighbourhoods for a serious disruption of goods and ser- 
vices, services that their lives depend on. Then consider alternative water, food 
| heating resources for a moderate to long term period, Let me say it again: 


s no reflection on our local cities and business efforts to repair their systems. 


if a systemic loss of power grid should occur, it won't matter how well our local 
companies havetheir computers completely repaired. Keep in mind that such 
loss is not equivalent to an ice storm or blizzard where we might suffer through a 
3 day power loss, then many valiant power crews rally together from throughout 
the state to restore our power and we restore our lives. If it is systemic as more 
and more are forecasting, help will not be on the way from other power compa- 
nies, who would likely have their hands full in their own communities. Our trust in 
God alone and our own responsibilities will be all we have and all we need. My 
warning to the citizens of Sioux County. “Prepare for the potential Y2K disaster.” 

Self-survival is not the goal. We need to look out for others as well. For those 
who can, consider spending your money on an additional heating stove for a 
neighbour(s), a truckload of wood or coal for them, extra food, etc. Christian 
churches have an excellent opportunity to exalt the name of Jesus Christ and 
demonstrate His mercy by building up a pantry with food, water purifiers, extra 
blankets, portable heating units, etc. My office may need the assistance of able- 
bodied young men, as special deputies, to help keep order in a potential time of 
great dis-order. All of this contributes to God's glory and the maintaining and 
restoring of ourcommunities, —, ee 

May repentance begin with us! May it be called for from our pulpits! May it 
works its way into all our homes and institutions! May God have mercy upon us. 


note from the editors 
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We have sifted through volumes of material written about the year 2000 
bug. We have read articles written by renowned journalists, esteemed min- 
isters, and learned scholars. Yet, none of them impacted our views as much 
as this simple, passionate letter. Why? Do we subscribe to the apocalyptic 
view that the world will “end” on Jan. 1, 2000? Am we picturing all com- 
puter-reliant peoples reduced to primitive existence? Is it because deep 
down | feel that Y2K is God’s vengeance on our sinful world? 

The reality of the issue: we do not know. We don’t have any more an- 
swers than the scholars, ministers, government officials, or “experts.” If we 
had the answers, some premonition of millennium events we would be more 
at ease, even if we envisioned the end of the world. The worst scenarios do 
not scare us as much as the uncertainty about events over which we have 
no control. 

However, there is comfort to be found. The impact of the sheriff's letter 
rough his obvious 
ty of our Lord and 
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Moscow 
Messages 


by adrian and wendy 
helleman 


Dear family and friends, 
More than two thousand years 
ago the angel first announced the 
good news. Does it mean anything 
for us today? If we read only the 
newspapers here, there seems to be 
very little good news. For the past 
weeks our headlines have focused 
on the assassination of the outspo- 
ken democrat, Galina Starovoitova. 
Does the birth of Christ make a dif- 
ference in this troubled world? Our 
answer is “YES!” 

Why do we say that? The politi- 
cal and economic situation may ap- 
pear hopeless, but the crisis has a 
silver lining, for the real battle is spiri- 
tual. The demon of communism is 
gone, but seven worse demons have 
taken up residence. Our struggle is 
not against human powers. Permit 
us to give one example. 

Alexander, a writer and the hus- 
band of a close colleague, recently 
finished a new book called “Satan 
Came as Guest.” The family was not 
happy at the prospect of its publica- 
tion, and the artists who had prom- 
ised to help illustrate refused. Why? 
His wife, a new Christian, told us that 
everyone who read it found it demor- 
alizing and depressing. In this story 
Satan took over, corrupting every- 
thing so throughly that no ray of hope 
was left. A heavy depressive spirit 
even took over their home. We told 
her that in Such a case the Christian 
answer is to exorcize, to rebuke the 
spirits in Jesus' name. She bright- 
ened up, and said, “That's it!”, rec- 
ognizing the truth of our words and 
the power of Jesus over evil. Later, 
she also insisted he come to church 
with her, to pray against the presence 
of evil in his life. 

Jesus is alive, a very present 
help in a time of trouble. The an- 
nouncement of the angel is good 
news for Russia today, as a spiritual 
battle is waged for the soul of the 
nation. We are thankful that we can 
be here at this time, that we can wit- 
ness to the true source of hope for 
our students, our colleagues, and 
friends: our Saviour, born more than 
2000 years ago in Bethlehem, Christ 
the Lord. Please pray for this coun- 
try, and remember us as we present 
a message of hope in the classrooms 
of Moscow State University and out- 
side its walls. 

At the same time, we also want 
to thank all of you who through your 
prayers, your love, and your gifts 
make our work in Russia possible. 
Without you support we would not be 
here. may the Lord richly bless you 
during this season as we celebr: 
the birth of our Saviour and Lord. 
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became quite thick and hard. Even 


monday, january 18 , 1999 


Ghandi walked barefoot ev- 
erywhere, to the point that his feet 


when he wasn’t on a hunger strike, 
he did not eat much and became 
thin and frail. Due to his poor diet 
and deteriorating health, he suf- 
fered from very bad breath. Nev- 
ertheless, he was highly respected 
as an important spiritual leader. 
In other words, he was known 
as a super-calloused fragile mystic 
plagued with halitosis. 


The KGB had its uses 


The phone rings at KGB headquar- 
ters. They answer: 


“Hello?” 
“Hello, is this KGB?” 


“Yes. What do you want?” 


“I’m calling to report my neighbor 
Yankel Rabinovitz as an enemy of 
the State. He is hiding undeclared 
diamonds in his firewood.” 


“This will be noted.” 


Next day, the KGB goons come 
over to Rabinovitz’s house. They 
search the shed where the firewood 
is kept, break every piece of wood, 
find no diamonds, swear at Yankel 
Rabinovitz and leave. 


The phone rings at Rabinovitz’s 
house. He answers, “Hello.” 


Did the KGB 


“Hello, Yankel! 
come?” 


“Yes.” 
“Did they chop your firewood?” 
“Yes, they did.” 


“Okay, now it’s your turn to call. | 
need my vegetable patch 
plowed.” 


An assignment prayer 


Lord, 

Sometimes, it’s hard to bear in 
mind your promise to be by my side, 
especially when I am stressed. As 1 
wrestle with this assignment, dear 
God, help me relax; help me to take 
a deep breath when it seems as if I 
don't possess an original thought 
and my hands rest idly on the key- 
board. Allow me to remember the 
gifts you have given me as | struggle, 
and help my mind remain clear. I 
pray this not because I deserve it, 
but because you graciously allow 
me to succeed. ; 


I love you, Lord. 
Your Servant 


Tome 


we're looking for cartoonists to contribute to crown! if you 
have a funny bone to express on paper, let mark or brent know 
sae (we'll even provide the paper!) 
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What happens when 
you rearrange a few 
letters?’ Check these 
out... 


Dormitory = Dirty Room 
Desperation = A Rope Ends It 

The Morse Code = Here Come Dots 
Slot Machines = Cash Lost in ‘em 
Animosity = ls No Amity 

Snooze Alarms = Alas! No More Z's 
Alec Guinness = Genuine Class 
Semolina = ls No Meal 
The Public Art Galleries = Large Picture Halls, | Bet 
A Decimal Point = |'m a Dot in Place 

The Earthquakes = That Queer Shake 

Eleven plus two = Twelve plus one 

Contradiction = Accord not in it 


Questionnaire: 


what do you think of the opposite sex? 


| think they can be redeemed. 
Never get between a girl and a brick wall. 
They make a great half a population. 


Dave Vandenberg 
Justin Chartrand 
Mark VanDooren 


Awesome! Kevin Bronsveld 
They're great to have around. David Noordam 
Immature. Monica Proper 
| like them. Prof. Plantinga 
Cool. | like them. They're great! Robert Gagnon 
They make the world turn round. Pro. VanDyke 
| LOVE girls! Graham Cubitt 
Not enough of them. Eric Renkema 


They're great. | married one, what kinda question is that? . Josh Vriesema 


Perplexing. Marcel Van Lochem 
They're fun! Kristine Westra 
Crazy! Nixon Maritim 


Great! Especially the one! Darren Berkellar 
| don't think of women in general... think of my wife, my daughters. | love them. 
Prof. Goheen 
| like them because they smell nice. Brent van Staalduinen 
(Joy Werder and Judy Lapsely seemed embarrassed for some reason and 
walked away) 
Everyone should have one. Dr. Brouwer 
Proceed with caution. Jay Veeldman 
| can't do this! You're writing down my response right now? They're hard to 


figure out. Christina van den Ham 
They're cute. David Numan 
One of God's greatest creations. Prof. Cook 


No comment. What can! say? I've got so many women in my life, if | say 
anything I'll get crucified! Dr. Bert 
| think they are cool. Michelle Van Engen 
Oh great, | don't know... | think guys are confusing. Great going, Sonia (she’s 
talking to herself). Sonia Reed 
Good, great, | guess. Willena Raemaker 
Nothing comes to my mind. | think guys are fun, easy to talk to. 
; Season Labombard 
Ha ha, depends when you ask me. Right now, | have no opinion. Jessica Haak 
Ha! Girls are God's treasure, but boy, are they confusing. Stephen Janssen 
Like I’m going to tell you. Amanda Speelman 
That's an interesting question. Hmm... I’m drawing a blank. Ryan Faber 
| have no opinion of guys. It depends what guys you’re talking about. 
Marianne Van Gurp 


| think they're wonderful! Jake Boer 


Some guys are OK, some aren't. My husband is more than OK. 
Frances Manias-Jackson 
What is this going to be used for? That's a big question... | don’t think I'll be 
helpful here. Hannah Byl 


What's this for? Hmm, they can be lots of fun, but they're hard to understand. 
Pam Beeksma 


That's a different story. Julia Benjamins 
First reaction, gift of the Lord. Can't imagine what life would be without them. 
President Cooper 


Thank God for guys. Prof. Botha 
Well, uh, they're fine creations, fine in the good sense of the word. I'll leave it at 
that. Prof. Needham 


Women? Can't live with them... that’s it, that's how it ends. Is this going in the 
crown? Jesse Gritter 


What do | think of guys? When | can help it, | don't... girls are sadly irrational. 
Charity Farenhorst 


| try not to think about it! Randy Lodder 


dyke 
They make the world go round. Prof. Van 
I'm . favour. , Mark Van Beveren 


They're awesome, in general. They make a good base... can't live Whee oe 
en Vis 


Uh. let's see what my mother always said, “All men are little boys that never 
| grow up.” Christina Kemper 


And the comments from the interviewers themselves? Chris responded, Noth- 
ing but trouble! With a few minor exceptions. Curt said, They break your heart 
and run off with the pieces, most of them.” 
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